THE MILLIONAIRESS.

The theme of Cruelty to the rich is treated again in the Millionairess.
The love between Meek and Miss Moppley hinted at by Sweetie
in the earlier play is treated more elaborately in the Millionairess.
The play may be considered an inverted Merchant of Venice,
where in addition to a husband test there is a wife test. Afij/io-
nairess, may also be considered a romance of business, where
starting with thirty five shillings, and that borrowed money, (he
heroine of the -play, in the course of six months becomes the prop-
rieteress of a first class river side hotel and the owner of a carrier
business in readymade dresses. In the discussion part of the play,
we learn about the bye-ways of making money, about the sweated
trade of dress-making, and the condition of life of the small manu-
facturers and their employees.

The play opens with the tin-pot tragedy of an unsuitable marriage
made by Epifania Ognisanti dt-Parerga, She saw herself ** as
the most wonderful woman in England marrying the most wonder-
ful man/' But actually she " married as a goose marrying a
buck rabbit/' It is not only her marriage, that makes her unhappy,
but also the condition of her inheritance. Her father had promised
to leave her two hundred million pounds, but only left her a beggarly
thirty. Like all rich people, she lives under the shadow of the
fear of poverty. She religiously puts into practice the advice
given her by her " great " father:

" Stick to your money and all the other
things shall be added unto

She does not buy a watch because she can find the time by asking
others. She never pays a bill except after a Court summons and
is a ready borrower. Her watchword is " Hands off My Money."
She divulges her misery as a rich woman to her solicitor:
1.   The Millionairess, p. 1264. 1.
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